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ELQQR DEBATE

for d i s c u s s i o n  on the bill, LB 479. S e nator  Jensen.

S E N ATOR JENSEN: Th a n k  you, Mr. President. I just thought I
m ight make a few comments on t his situation in t hat  we have made 
some improvement as from the p a s s a g e  of LB 692 last year. Of 
course, the re  was a m i l l i o n  and a half d o llars that was put into 
emergency services and, however, those have no t  rea l l y  be g u n  to 
take effect. We are in the p r ocess of s e t t i n g  up community 
services to h e l p  wit h the circle that we have, that vicious 
circle of not h a v i n g  enough r oom in the re g i o n a l  centers, so 
that these individuals can go to. A nd then we d o n ' t  have enough 
commu n i t y  services out there so the p e o p l e  com i n g  out of the 
regional centers can find a home. Bu t  we are making 
improvements. An d  I don't k n o w  h o w  m a n y  of you h a v e  received 
the ment a l  hea l t h  substance abuse service e x p a n s i o n  and the 
progress report on LB 692 an d  LB 543, bu t  there is some good 
information in there, and there is pro g r e s s  b e i n g  made. Will 
progress e v e n tually get to the p o i n t  wh e r e  it w ill solve Senator 
Hudkins' situation here in Lanca s t e r  C o u nty? I don't know. 
We'll just h ave to wai t and see. But some of the things 
t h a t . ..the strategy, the p r i m a r y  str a t e g y  that came out of 
LB 692 and LB 543 was to d e c r e a s e  "postcommitment" days in the 
region. That's e x actly w hat S e nator H u d k i n s 1 b ill is trying to 
do, b ut I think we will get to that p o i n t  an d  reduce them 
somewhat. It will de c r e a s e  the numb e r  of EPCs. Now, we had 
emergency shelters a year ago w i t h  kids in t hem t hat were there 
for 120-180 d ays in some cases. Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  have been 
w o rking on t hat v e r y  i n t e n t l y ...inten s e l y  and t hey h ave reduced 
that n ow to about 30 days, even to the poin t t hat w e ' v e  had some 
p roviders who have called m e  and said we d o n ' t  have kids 
anymore; this is a problem. Well, to me that's a g ood problem 
in that we are m o v i n g  the k ids into treat m e n t  m u c h  q u icker and 
not allow t hem to sit there. Out in the P a n h a n d l e  they have an 
operation going on out the re called H o m e w a r d  Bo u n d  where 
Re g i o n  I is not asking for any m ore dollars. As a matter of 
fact, they  say that we t h i n k  that we can even ret u r n  dollars 
b ack to the state by a co n s o r t i u m  of p r o v i d i n g  services, the 
ap p r op ria te services, at a lower cost. That's exactly where I 
hope the whole rest of the state will go. A n d  R e g i o n  I in the 
Panhandle in Scottsbluff, along w ith R e g i o n  (sic--Regional) West 
H ospital (sic— Medical Center), are do i n g  an excel l e n t  job out


